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President.......ccoccvveeveiiececeecveeeeven Dr. Carl V. Patton/16th Year
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ALhIetiC Trainer.....coocvveeiieiie e Jessica Thomas
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........................................ Home: 16-16, Away: 10-14, Neutral: 0-2
2007 CAA ReCOrd/Finish........ccovvceiririiiieiieeneie e 15-15/6th
................................................ Home: 7-8, Away: 8-7, Neutral: 0-0
Letterwinners Returning/LoSt .........cccovvevveieieciveeense e 14/16
Position Starters Returning/LOSt..........cccvvvviivieneneneieseieenes 5/4
Overall Position Players Returning/Lost ..........cccccoveveverieinennn, 7/9
Starting Pitchers Returning/LoSt...........ccccvvvveieieiie e, 3/1
Overall Pitchers Returning/LOSt ........cccvevvveieiiieie e, 717
NEWCOMETS ... 15

Sports Communications

ASSOCIAtE A.D. oo Allison George
ASSISTANT ALD. ..o Charlie Taylor
Assistant SID (Baseball Contact)..........c.ccccevveennen, Steven Ericson
Office PhONE.....cvevevcece e (404) 413-4033
Cell PRONE ..o (404) 993-6130
o TS (404) 413-4035
E-mail....ccccooiiiie sericson@gsu.edu
Press BoX PhONE .......ccccceeevevveieieieccene (404) 241-9850/9784
WED St ..oviviicicece e GeorgiaStateSports.com
Mailing AddressS.......cccceveveierereieeeee e P.O. Box 3975
................................................................. Atlanta, GA 30302-3975
Overnight Address ........cccovevveivieanne 125 Decatur Street, Suite 130
........................................................................... Atlanta, GA 30303
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Date
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 24
Feb. 29
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 5
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 12
Mar. 14
Mar. 15
Mar. 16
Mar. 18
Mar. 19
Mar. 21
Mar. 22
Mar. 23
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Mar. 30
Apr. 1
Apr. 2
Apr. 4
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 16
Apr. 18
Apr. 23
Apr. 25
Apr. 26
Apr. 27
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 6
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 13
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 21-24

Home games are in bold.

Day
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Tue.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Tue.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Tue.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Tue.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Tue.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Tue.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Tue.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

Wed-Sat.

All times are Eastern.
* = Colonial Athletic Association game.

R = Game broadcast on WRAS-FM 88.5 and on the Internet at GeorgiaStateSports.com and WRAS.org.
Schedule is subject to change.

Opponent

Jackson State
Jackson State (DH)
Jackson State
IPFW

IPFW (DH)

IPFW

Tennessee Tech
Tennessee Tech
James Madison*
James Madison*
James Madison*
Georgia Tech (R)

at George Mason*

at George Mason*

at George Mason*

at Jacksonville State
Jacksonville State (R)
at VCU*

at VCU*

at VCU*

at Georgia Tech (R)
at Mercer
Northeastern* (R)
Northeastern*
Northeastern*

at Alabama A&M

at Samford

William & Mary*
William & Mary*
William & Mary*
at Auburn (R)

at UNC Wilmington*
at UNC Wilmington*
at UNC Wilmington*
at Georgia (R)
Alabama A&M (DH)
Savannah State (R)
Hofstra* (R)
Hofstra* (R)
Hofstra*

Samford (R)
Delaware* (R)
Delaware*
Delaware*
Presbyterian (DH)
at Old Dominion*

at Old Dominion*

at Old Dominion*

at Preshyterian

at Towson*

at Towson*

at Towson*

CAA Tournament (R)

Location Time
Panthersville 4:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 5:00 p.m.
Panthersville 2:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Fairfax, Va. 2:30 p.m.
Fairfax, Va. 2:00 p.m.
Fairfax, Va. 1:00 p.m.
Jacksonville, Ala. 7:30 p.m.
Panthersville 4:00 p.m.
Richmond, Va. 7:00 p.m.
Richmond, Va. 2:00 p.m.
Richmond, Va. 1:00 p.m.
Atlanta, Ga. 6:00 p.m.
Macon, Ga. 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Huntsville, Ala. 2:00 p.m.
Birmingham, Ala. 5:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Auburn, Ala. 7:00 p.m.
Wilmington, N.C. 7:00 p.m.
Wilmington, N.C. 4:00 p.m.
Wilmington, N.C. 2:00 p.m.
Athens, Ga. 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 3:00 p.m.
Panthersville 5:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 6:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Panthersville 1:00 p.m.
Norfolk, Va. 7:00 p.m.
Norfolk, Va. 4:00 p.m.
Norfolk, Va. 1:00 p.m.
Clinton, S.C. 3:00 p.m.
Towson, Md. 3:00 p.m.
Towson, Md. 3:00 p.m.
Towson, Md. 1:00 p.m.
Wilmington, N.C.
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Directions to
The Field
at Panthersville

From the South

Take I-75 North to |-285 East
(Greenville), exit onto Can-
dler/Flat Shoals Road (Exit
48) and turn right, turn right
on Clifton Springs Road.
Field is approximately 1/4
mile down on the left.

From the North

Take I-75/85 South and exit
onto 1-20 East (Augusta),
go approximately six miles
and exit onto Candler Road
(Exit 65) and turn right, go
approximately one mile
and turn right onto Pan-
thersville Road, go 1/2 mile
and turn right onto Clifton
Springs Road. Field is ap-
proximately 1/4 mile down
on the left.

From the West

Take 1-20 East to Candler
Road (Exit 65) and turn
right, go approximately one
mile and turn right onto
Panthersville Road, go 1/2
mile and turn right onto
Clifton Springs Road. Field
is approximately 1/4 mile
down on the left.

From the East

Take [-20 West to Candler
Road (Exit 65) and turn
left. Go approximately one
mile and turn right onto
Panthersville Road. Go
1/2 mile and turn right onto
Clifton Springs Road. Field
is approximately 1/4 mile
down on the left.




For the Media

The Communications Office

The 2008 Georgia State Baseball Media Guide was
produced to aid the media in its coverage of the Pan-
ther baseball team. Additional information and photo-
graphs are available to accredited members of the me-
dia through the Georgia State Sports Communications
office. If you need additional materials, please contact
Assistant Sports Information Director Steven Ericson
at (404) 413-4033 or via e-mail at sericson@gsu.edu.

Mailing Address:

125 Decatur Street SE
Suite 130

Atlanta, GA 30303

Media Credentials

If media (or professional scouts) are interested in
covering a home game, please contact Steven Ericson
at least 48 hours in advance.
All credentials for home
games are available for pick
up at the ticket office. Cre-

Panther

News | Roster | Schedule | Stats | Motes | Coaches | Camps | Guides

two hours before first pitch.

Media Services

Up-to-date game notes
and statistics, along with
roster cards and media
guides will be available pri-
or to each home game. Box
scores will be available in
the press box after the contest. Statistics will be kept
live on the Internet at GeorgiaStateSports.com.

Interviews

All interview requests for Georgia State coaches
and student-athletes should be made through Steven
Ericson.

Press Box

Limited media seating is available at home games.
The press box telephone number is (404) 241-9850.
Phone lines are available for visiting broadcasters and
other media members.
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On the Radio

For the ninth consecutive sea-
son, a slate of Georgia State
baseball games will air on the
Georgia State/ISP Radio Net-
work. Games can be heard in
the Atlanta area and all of North
Georgia on WRAS-FM 88.5,
.; g’i the flagship station for Geor-
i“ 4~,. ‘q‘ i\ ____J‘ gia State Athletics. Games can
also be heard on the Internet at
GeorgiaStateSports.com and WRAS.org.

Dave Cohen returns to the microphone for selected
airings of Georgia State baseball in 2008. Now in his
25" season as play-by-play announcer for Georgia State
men’s basketball, Cohen is also in his 11" season as
broadcast coordinator.

Cohen is a veteran sports reporter in Atlanta, having
worked for WGST-AM 640, WCNN-AM 680, WSB-
AM 750, and WGUN-AM
1010. He also works with
e c— ‘ the Furman  University
Baseball Football Radio Network in
Greenville, S.C.

Cohen is a native of the
Boston area, and a graduate
of Georgia State. He and his
wife Carol Cohen, the Se-
nior Woman Administrator
for Georgia State Athletics,
reside in Alpharetta.

The couple has a seven-
year old son Samuel, and a

Student
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The 2008 season promises to be an exciting campaign for
the Georgia State baseball team, as the club returns five position
starters from last year’s squad. The Panthers also bring back seven
pitchers from the 2007 team, and add 15 newcomers to the roster.

“I really like our team,” said second-year head coach Greg
Frady. “Our pitching depth excites me. We have made a lot of
strides in that area. Our commitment to play good team defense is
getting better all the time. We are getting more stabilized, defen-
sively, at each position with a few more options. Offensively, we
are going to have more power than we have had in the last couple
of years.

“l am cautiously optimistic about making predictions, like any
coach. But in reality, this team has got a chance to have a very ex-
citing and possibly historic season,” added Frady. “Of course, any
teams that accomplish those things and have a special season need
to stay healthy. And young guys need to find their niche fast and
develop and do their part. But the returners that we have and the
improved pitching depth would make any coach optimistic.”

Pitchers

Frady is especially excited about this season’s pitching staff
and its depth. Six of the seven pitchers returning this year are ju-
niors or seniors. Additionally, four of the seven incoming pitchers
bring at least one year of collegiate experience with them to Geor-
gia State.

Junior-college transfer Robinson Polanco, redshirt senior
Kenny Camp and junior Will Palmer are expected to bear the
load on the weekends. “Those are high-level guys who can win ev-
ery time out. When we go into a
weekend, we feel really good that
each day we have a competitive
pitching match-up with any of
those guys on the mound,” Frady
said. “It is a starting rotation that
can give us innings.”

Palmer led the Panthers with
a 7-6 record in 2007, making 16
starts and throwing two complete
games. The crafty lefty also led
starters last season with a 5.00
ERA. Palmer pitched the best in
crucial Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation match-ups, posting a 5-2
record with a 3.65 ERA in nine
starts against league opponents.

Camp posted a career-best
2.08 ERA last season, and held
opponents to a paltry .140 batting
average. Frady called the 6-foot-
7 righty, who has missed sev-
eral games during his collegiate
career due to injuries, “the most
talented pitcher on the staff.”

Polanco, a 6-foot-1 lefty,
brings an impressive résumé to
State. The junior-college transfer
finished with a combined 12-5
record and 127 strikeouts dur-
ing his two years at Gloucester
County (N.J.) Community Col-

Junior Robinson Polanco is expected to be part
of the weekend rotation after a stellar two-year stint
at Gloucester County (N.J.) Community College.

lege. “He’s a Friday-night mentality guy,” Frady said about the
newcomer. “He works very, very hard and prepares himself to be a
professional player.”

Senior Drew Grant and junior transfer Adam Knight are the
probable midweek starters, but both are capable of earning a spot
on the weekend. “Both have experience and know what they need
to do. They have been throwing really well,” said Frady.

Grant finished the 2007 campaign with a 3-6 record and a 5.20
ERA, but suffered two one-run losses in CAA play. The senior
pitched extremely well against Old Dominion in the CAA Tourna-
ment last year, giving up just one earned run in 5.2 innings.

Knight redshirted at West Georgia last year, and comes to the
Panthers after a stellar junior college career. The native of Ring-
gold, Ga., completed his two-year career at Chattanooga State
Community College with a combined 13-5 record with 11 saves,
and twice earned first-team all-conference accolades.

Other pitchers on staff with starting experience for the Pan-
thers include seniors Bobby Bennett and Robert Hasenfelt. Ben-
nett had a strong summer playing for the Fairbanks AIA Fire of the
Alaska Baseball League. The 6-foot-2 lefty finished the summer
with a 3-2 record and a 2.17 ERA in 13 appearances with four
starts. “Coming off a great summer, | think Bobby’s going to have
a year that will make a difference for us,” said Frady.

Hasenfelt had his best season as a Panther in 2007, making 15
appearances with three starts. Frady expects major contributions
from a healthy Hasenfelt this year. “If Rob can stay healthy, he’ll
have a dramatic impact on helping us win big. He’s a guy who can
come in and throw the fastball by people,” he said.

Redshirt junior Joel Reeves
pitched exclusively in relief for
State last year, picking up two
wins. The native Atlantan also
earned a save on the road against
George Mason with three innings
of scoreless work. Frady expects
Reeves to get more chances in re-
lief this season, as he has matured
mentally on the mound.

Redshirt sophomore David
Ferrer will start the season as
the closer for the Panthers. Fer-
rer has struggled with injuries
since coming to State, but Frady
has “tremendous confidence” in
the 6-foot-3 righty from Powder
Springs, Ga. Frady describes his
| repertoire as having “tremendous
run on his ball and a great break-
ing pitch.”

Five newcomers will see time
out of the bullpen this season.
Freshmen Theo Asher, Will
Campbell and Zach Chastain
give the relief corps some new
blood while sophomore Chas
Skees and redshirt junior John
2| Locklear will provide the new-

comers with some experience.
Locklear comes to State after
a solid season at Seminole (Fla.)

PANTHER BASEBALL



Community College. The native of Winter Park, Fla., led Seminole
with four saves in 2007 and recorded 30 strikeouts and 11 walks in
39 innings of work. “He is the rock,” said Frady. “If we’re going
to have the big season we are talking about, John will play a very
vital role in that success.”

Skees pitched at Division Il Faulkner University in Alabama
last spring after a solid high school career at perennial Georgia
power Kell High School in Cobb County. Frady said the 5-foot-11
righty has improved every day since arriving on campus.

Asher and Chastain were teammates last season at Parkview
High School in Lilburn, Ga., and continue that relationship with
the Panthers this year. Asher is a mature freshman and a consis-
tent strike thrower. The veteran coach said Chastain has made im-
provements throughout the fall, and thinks the freshman could see
time closing games.

Campbell earned his way onto the roster with a strong perfor-
mance in the fall. Frady projects the native of Douglasville, Ga., to
“command some opportunities early.”

Catchers

The Panthers will break in a new crop of catchers this sea-
son, as none of the four have experience at the Division | level.
The group features two freshmen and a pair of juniors. Freshmen
Mitch Rider and Aaron Schmitz will compete with juniors Marc
Mimeault and Matt Farrell for time behind the plate.

Frady projects Mimeault to be the team’s opening day catcher.
The native of Candiac, Quebec, comes to State after playing the
last two seasons at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M Community
College, where he earned back-to-back First-Team All-Region 11

Junior Marc Mimeault is projected to be the opening day catcher
for the Panthers. He twice earned all-region honors
at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M Community College.

honors. Frady expects the Canadian to be in the middle of lineup,
and one of the best catchers in the Southeast this season.

Rider will also see time behind the plate and at first base. The
native of Suwanee, Ga., was selected in the 47th Round by the
Florida Marlins during the 2007 First-Year Player Draft, but opted
to attend Georgia State. Frady described Rider as “a big time of-
fensive player with a lot of power.”

Farrell and Schmitz will see some spot duty behind the plate.
Farrell, who Frady hailed as having a great work ethic, will also get
chances as a left-handed pinch hitter. Schmitz is expected to fill a util-
ity role for the Panthers, and will get a few opportunities to catch.

Infielders

Georgia State returns three of its four starting infielders from a
season ago, only needing to replace its first baseman from the 2007
team. Senior Jean-Michel Rochon-Salvas has entrenched himself
as a starter since his arrival in Atlanta. Shortstop Chase Childers
has started the last two seasons for the Panthers, and sophomore
Bradley Logan started all 58 games at third base last year.

“This is the first year that we’ve had depth at different posi-
tions. In the past, when a middle infielder would go down there
would be no answer to what would take place next,” Frady said.
“All of our infielders have experience with the exception of our
freshmen. But our freshmen have been coming on and proving
themselves. Some of our freshmen have been pushing very hard to
be the opening day starters right now.”

Rochon-Salvas raised his batting average for the third straight
season in 2007, finishing with a .341 average to accompany his 27
RBIs. He finished last year with 75 hits, which is tied for fifth-most
during a single season at State and just two short of the record.

Frady hailed the senior as a model of consistency. “He is a
very solid defensive player, and a very solid offensive player. He
is extremely smart on the baseball field, and always seems to be in
the right place at the right time,” he said.

Childers started all 58 games a season ago and finished with
a .289 average. He finished third on the team with eight steals and
recorded nine doubles while driving in 34 runs. “He has a lot of
physical tools with a lot of potential,” Frady said.

Logan broke through last season and started all 58 games
at the hot corner. He completed his rookie campaign with a .294
average, nine doubles, six home runs and 36 RBIs. “His leader-
ship skills and his competitiveness elevate everyone around him,”
Frady said about the native of Augusta, Ga.

Redshirt junior Derek Simmons sat out last season at State
after transferring from Division 11 University of Montevallo in Al-
abama. Simmons helped the Falcons reach the Division 11 World
Series in 2006, and can play second or third base. Frady spoke
highly of Simmons’ bat, but noted that the native of Duluth, Ga.,
has improved the defensive aspect of his game as well.

Freshman Daniel Merck comes to State after a solid high
school career at Forsyth Central in Cumming, Ga. “Daniel has
got big upside and gets better every day we have practice,” Frady
said.

Freshmen Theo Asher and Aaron Schmitz will both see
time at multiple positions. Asher is expected to contribute on the
mound, but Frady said the rookie is pushing to be the team’s open-
ing day first baseman. “Theo is an absolute, rock-solid defensive
first baseman. He is improving his offense every day, and is an
intelligent kid who makes quick adjustments,” said Frady.

Frady described Schmitz as a versatile player who can catch,
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but also play third and first base. The native of Lawrenceville, Ga.,
will also get opportunities as a pinch hitter.

Outfielders

The outfield is the deepest position on the Panther roster this
season, as the squad returns three players from 2007 and adds three
newcomers to the group. Junior Matt Van Horn started 39 games
last season, mostly in right field. Redshirt junior Dusty Bennett
made 32 starts in 2007, primarily in left field. Junior Mike Mc-
Cree started 28 games a year ago, including 15 straight early in
the season. Freshmen Jonathan Kolowich and Joey Wood along
with junior-college transfer Nick Hogan give State a complement
of three right-handed batters and three left-handed batters.

Frady is pleased with the flexibility available to him in the
outfield. “Each one of our outfielders has certain talents and skill
set that they bring to the team,” he said. “All six of our outfielders
are going to be instrumental in playing with the team. Some will
contribute as offensive types, some as defensive types and some as
runners. All of these guys are going to play big roles.”

Frady praised Van Horn, who hit .290 with 10 doubles last
season, for improving his defensive play in the off-season. “Matt
has always been a hitter, but he’s improved his defensive play this
year so much that you feel he is going to get to every ball out there
right now,” said the head coach.

Bennett will get chances in every game according to Frady,
and possesses the best arm in the outfield. McCree leads by ex-
ample and brings a consistent approach at the plate and in the field.
He hit .268 when he started 15 straight games at the beginning of
last season.

Hogan has the potential to start in centerfield after two strong
seasons at Pitt Community College in North Carolina. He earned
First-Team All-Region X honors during his freshman and sopho-
more years. Frady described Hogan as a good defensive center-
fielder and a leadoff hitter who works the count to get on base.

Wood, who played multiple positions at Northside High
School in Columbus, Ga., is one of the quickest Panthers on the
base paths. Frady expects the freshman to help State as a desig-
nated hitter and pinch runner while improving his defensive play.

Kolowich impressed Frady with his bat during the fall, but the
coach says the freshman must improve his defense. “If he swings
the bat well, Jonathan’s going to be hard to keep out of the lineup.
He has a big upside,” said Frady.

Schedule

The Panthers open the 2008 schedule with a four-game series
against Jackson State on Friday, Feb. 22. The home slate consists
of 33 games highlighted by a 14-game homestand to open the sea-
son, and a 12-game stretch at The Field at Panthersville starting in
late April.

After the opening weekend against Jackson State, State’s non-
conference schedule combines a mix of favorable match-ups against
IPFW (Feb. 29-March 2), Tennessee Tech (March 4-5), Alabama
A&M (April 1 and April 18) and Savannah State (April 23) with
challenging contests against SEC and ACC powers. The Panthers
conclude their 14-game, season-opening homestand against cross-
town rival and ACC powerhouse Georgia Tech on March 12. State
also visits SEC foes Auburn (April 8) and Georgia (April 16).

Georgia State finishes its home schedule with a midweek
doubleheader against Division | newcomer Presbyterian on May 6
before closing out the season with seven straight road games, six

of them against conference opponents.

The Panthers see some familiar faces from their days in the
Atlantic Sun Conference. State plays home-and-home series with
former conference rivals Jacksonville State (March 18-19) and
Samford (April 2 and April 30). Georgia State also visits former
A-Sun rival and in-state foe Mercer on March 26.

“We feel that some games on the schedule we will have favor-
able match-ups, and there are some games on our schedule that
will test us at a very deep level,” said Frady about his team’s non-
conference schedule. “We feel like the games prior to the CAA
will help us prepare for the league schedule. Our middle of the
week games are so tough and competitive that they will help us
keep our competitive edge for the weekends.”

As part of the 56-game schedule, State plays a 30-game slate in
the Colonial Athletic Association. The Panthers host James Madison
(March 7-9), Northeastern (March 28-30), William & Mary (April
4-6), Hofstra (April 25-27) and Delaware (May 2-4). Delaware fin-
ished tied for first in the regular season last year, and the Blue Hens
are picked to finish fourth this year in the preseason poll.

State hits the road to visit George Mason (March 14-16), VCU
(March 21-23), UNC Wilmington (April 11-13), Old Dominion
(May 9-11) and Towson (May 15-18). VCU won the CAA Tourna-
ment a year ago, and is picked second in the 2008 CAA Preseason
Poll. Old Dominion will open the season ranked in the top 25, and
finished in a four-way tie atop the league last year.

“The CAA is a very competitive league. Each weekend that
you play, you must play well or you could lose the series. The
travel alone makes the CAA a great challenge because you have
different types of field conditions: turf, natural grass. You have big
stadiums, and you have small venues.

“In the end, the most consistent teams show up in the tourna-
ment. Our goal is to compete for the CAA championship. We will
set out to win the CAA, but you have got to get into the tournament
as one of those six teams,” said Frady.

After clinching a berth in conference tournament on the final
weekend in 2007, Frady and the Panthers know they have a tough
battle ahead of them. But the coach is optimistic about his chances.
“If hard work, having the right attitude and an optimistic outlook
amongst the players and coaches is vital to success, then we’ve got
it going in the right direction,” said Frady.

CAA Preseason Coaches Poll
1. Old Dominion (9) 99 points
2. VCU 87 points
3. UNC Wilmington 77 points
4. Delaware (2) 69 points
5. George Mason 58 points
6. Georgia State 56 points
7. James Madison 48 points
8. William & Mary 38 points
9. Northeastern 35 points
10. Towson 26 points
11. Hofstra 12 points
First-place votes are in parentheses
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